CHAPTEE I

THE IMPROVISED REPUBLIC

(1649)

To sequester out of the world into Atlantic and Utopian politics, which never can be drawn into use, will not mend our conditions, but to ordain wisely in this world of evil, in the midst whereof God has placed us unavoidably,

MILTON, Areopagitica.

ENGLAND had ceased to be a monarchy; for a little it 1649 looked as if she might cease to be a nation, and, the foundation-stone having been removed, might soon clatter down in fragments, Oliver's practical instinct revived in this dire emergency, and, having for a month been in a fever of mind, he became again the wary politician. Like another soldier-statesman of later date he was determined that somehow or other government should be carried on. He had broken irrevocably with the royalists, and he was consistently opposed to leniency in the case of the royalist prisoners taken in arms:l but he held firmly by such poor shreds as remained of the constitution in the hope of patching them into a serviceable fabric. He had that trait which is said to mark the true conservative : change, the most drastic change, he would face if it were proved to be inevitable, but he had no liking for change for change's sake; he did not seek, in MarvelTs phrase, to "ruin the great work of Time"; if it were necessary to " cast the kingdoms old into another mould,55 the new one should be as like as possible to the former, A proof of his recovered sanity is his behaviour about the marriage settlement of his eldest son. With Mr Richard Mayor of Hursley he argued
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